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(From left) Aloft with Floating images; the heritage building
that is home to The Pumpyard Bar and Brewery; coffee at

Sky’s no limit in Ipswich
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country town crossover vibe, with row on
row of glorious 19th century shopfronts,
without the traffic congestion that makes
fossicking more difficult in downtown Bris-
bane. The old-fashioned thrill of exploring
an unfamiliar cityscape - on foot - is a
distinct plus for Ipswich.

The city is also the closest you'll get to
taking a hot-air balloon flight. The family-

our starting point near Minden, not far
from the former seminary that is Wood-
lands of Marburg.

Alighting gently in the back yard of a
nearby farm, we learnt that the experience
of ballooning provides the hands-on thrill
of guiding the huge envelope as it fills with

fan-forced air and acquiring the equally
unusual knack of deflating it at journey's

brewing tanks lining the walls,

But the real drawcard is the house brews
produced free of the usual chemicals and
preservatives that some unnamed brew-
eries, in other locales, expect drinkers to cop
on the chin,

But remember, hot-air ballooning is an
early wake-up call and not an activity you
want to take on with a foggy head.

The writer was a guast of Metro Hotel ipswich
temational, Floating mages and The Purmpryard
Bar & Brawery
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